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CI am not more clear therefore in thinking the
Catholics entitled to a fair participation in the civil
and political franchises of Irishmen, than I am in feel-
ing that the Protestants ought to be protected and
defended in the security of their property, their religion,
and their persons, against every violence which the
Catholics might be disposed to attempt when they have
passed from their present state of subjection to that of
authority and power. The dilemma, therefore, has
hitherto consisted in this : the Protestants could not be
supported in that ascendency which seems necessary
even for their protection, without derogating from what
may appear to be a natural right of the Catholics. The
Catholics could not be supported in their claim of
equality, without transferring to them that ascendency

; which equality of rights must draw to the larger body,
and which from that moment must expose the Protes-

. tants to dangers from which they ought to be protected.

61 do sincerely think that this divided and double
condition of the Irish people requires something of an
imperial aula, a legislature founded on a broader
and more liberal basis, to administer impartial laws to
all, and to reconcile security with justice. While one
of these parties nmst judge the other, in whichever
hand the fasces may be placed, I fear there is only
reason to expect violence in the suit, and if not injus-
tice, at least slow and imperfect justice, in the decree*

c If the Union, therefore, permits a hope of meliorat-
ing the condition, and extinguishing the discontents,